Operative and nonoperative management of chronic disseminated intravascular coagulation due to persistent aortic endoleak.
Disseminated intravascular coagulation (DIC) due to endoleak is a rare complication following endovascular aneurysm repair. Two of the four previously reported cases occurred in patients with cirrhosis. We describe three patients with normal liver function who developed DIC due to delayed high-flow (type Ia or III) endoleaks. Two patients underwent successful surgical repair, and the third was managed medically. All three patients had chronic thrombocytopenia prior to developing an endoleak as did the four reported cases in the literature. We propose that thrombocytopenia, like cirrhosis, be considered a risk factor for DIC due to endoleaks in patients undergoing endovascular aneurysm repair.